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At the beginning of the pandemic, I could not possibly have envisaged
how our daily lives would change and how we would all need to adapt
to a new way of living. Covid-19 has changed how we look at the future
and made forward planning complex and demanding for all schools.
In this booklet we hope to reassure our boarding families and
educational consultants that Bredon School remains a safe and caring
community. We have outlined, in as much detail as possible, how we
will approach the re-opening of the School next term. We wish to give
you confidence that Bredon is prepared for any eventuality, and that the
health and welfare of our pupils is of primary concern.
I have a dedicated team of highly professional and friendly staff who
will ensure that all arrangements are in place to care for our boarders;
We will be looking out for them from the time they leave home, to the
point they arrive safely at Bredon. Once with us, in their home away
from home, they will be nurtured and supported to continue with
their learning and to fully engage with boarding school life. We may
face some initial restrictions, but we have already successfully opened
our school in the last few weeks to a number of year groups and have
continued with academic provision and other activities throughout this
difficult period.
I appreciate that you may want some further reassurance and we would
be delighted to talk with you, over the telephone or by Google hangout,
in order to put your minds at rest.
We simply can’t wait to have our boarders back with us and we are
ready and able to welcome them to Bredon as soon as possible.
Nick Oldham
Headmaster
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Answering your questions
Q _ Can Bredon provide suitable quarantine
provision?
A _ If quarantine measures are still in place,
international pupils will be required to spend the
quarantine period with nominated guardians. The
school has written to all parents asking for updated
guardianship details. Upon return to school at the start
of term, they will live in specially established ‘boarding
house bubbles’ on our campus.

Get in touch
We are listening and we are here to help you - please
don’t hesitate to contact us:

Q _ Can Bredon care for pupils over the October
half term?

Headmaster
head@bredonschool.co.uk

A _ Ideally pupils will either return home or go to their
allocated guardians. In exceptional circumstances , we
can commit to providing provision for our boarding
pupils during our two week October half-term.
(*This will incur an additional cost).

Deputy Head
hamiltong@bredonschool.co.uk

Q _ Can Bredon care for pupils every weekend?
A _ We already run a highly successful ‘weekend
programme’ that ensures a full range of activities. The
Exeat weekends have already been published in the
academic calendar and pupils will be required to either
return home or go to guardians over these weekends.
In exceptional circumstances we can accommodate
students at school. (*This will incur an additional cost).
Q _ What happens to weekly boarding provision
moving forwards?
A _ From september 2020 any student wishing to
weekly board must stay/ book to stay a minimum
of 4 nights throughout the week. To control our
Boarding bubbles , we need to know who , when
and where all our borders are and co ordinate rooms
and houses accordingly. All weekly boarders can be
facilitated in boarding at the weekend so they are more
than welcome to stay.

Boarding questions/concerns
starrr@bredonschool.co.uk
Admissions
admissions@bredonschool.co.uk

Bredon continues to put stringent measures in place
to ensure meticulous adherence to Government
guidelines. At the same time, we are sensitive to the
changing global landscape and therefore the individual
concerns our pupils from around the world might have.
We care, and we are being proactive in our planning.
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The following information is based on guidance from
the Government and from the BSA Covid Safe Charter:
Our entire team is monitoring these guidelines. If any
changes occur we will inform you as soon as possible.

Before boarders arrive

School Nurse

Our team of cleaners are busy preparing the school
ready for our boarders and day students. Every area of
our campus is being meticulously cleaned and checked
by our fully trained staff.

For further medical queries please email:

What does this look like?
Deep cleaning of all boarding Houses
(bedrooms, common rooms, kitchen
areas and bathrooms alongside
all other indoor and heavily used
outdoor areas of the school)
Our medical procedures will be
evaluated and adapted to ensure
they are compliant with Public
Health England.
Each house will be equipped
with the appropriate equipment,
for example, infa-red forehead
thermometers.
Each house will have a suitable
isolation area for boarders who
show symptoms and/or test
positive.
Boarding Staff and our medical
team will be trained to manage their
Houses under government guidance
and in the caring for unwell boarders.
Parents and Guardians will be kept
in regular contact regarding any
unwell pupils.
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Jill Blakeney
blakeneyj@bredonschool.co.uk
Registered General Nurse
BSA Diploma in School Nursing
NMC member (Nursing and Midwifery Council)

Carey Allen
allenc@bredonschool.co.uk
BSc Mental Health Practice
DBT Advanced Training
CBT for trauma
Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC)
RNMH (mental health)
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All Boarders will return on
the 7th September after
4.30pm

In line with Government
guidelines we will be
adhering to the following
operational plan:

A_

If there are no social distancing restrictions in place
in the UK but quarantine regulations are still in place:
Boarding Houses will operate as a ‘household’
Boarders and staff will socialise and eat together
as a household.

B_

If there is a return to lockdown in the UK before the
start of the Autumn Term, return dates are likely to be
delayed. This will be reviewed on a regular basis in line
with Government advice. If a return to school is
not possible, then online learning will recommence.
All guidelines are subject to change.
Please let us know if you have any questions.

_
Photo taken prior to COVID-19

“We want to extend our appreciation for all of
the wonderful online teaching and support that
every single one of our daughter’s teachers have
given since the start of lockdown.
We all know that Bredon is an exceptional and
unique school, and this has been reflected in
the outstanding experience that she has been
getting throughout this difficult period”
Parent
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Laundry and hygiene
Be confident and assured that our team are focused
on maintaining the very highest standards for our
boarding community. Our trained and experienced
Boarding Houseparents are ready and waiting to care
for you:
.

All laundry procedures will be clear
and explained to all boarders upon
arrival.

Full and regular cleaning will take
place throughout boarding on a
daily basis.

There will be numerous hand
sanitisers and prompts located
throughout boarding.

Before travelling
It is essential that you let the Head of Boarding,
Mr Rob Starr, know of any changes to your travel
arrangements as soon as possible. We fully understand
changes happen - keep us informed. We are here
to help.
All parents and guardians will receive updates
regarding our procedures and arrangements.
Parents and boarders will receive emergency contact
details, which include a 24 hour number for you when
you are travelling. This will include the name and
details of the person who will meet you at the airport.
Mr Rob Starr
starrr@bredonschool.co.uk
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Face masks may be worn within
boarding and during the school
day if an individual wishes to.

Regular temperature checks will be
conducted by the school nurses to
both pupils and Houseparents.

No external visitors will be
permitted into the boarding houses
from outside of the agreed bubbles.

Wellbeing and Support
Emotional wellbeing is at the heart of Bredon School.
We are all here to support, listen and act in your very
best interests.
The School understands the importance of taking care
of mental, emotional and physical health ensuring
there is a healthy balance of external and internal
activities and pastoral support.
There will be a number of staff available to support
boarders throughout the day and after school finishes.
We also have access to external support, if required.
The school will be in regular contact with parents and
guardians so they can be reassured of their child’s
welfare and care.
_
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Caring for a boarder showing
signs and symptoms of
COVID-19 in the boarding
environment
The care and welfare of our boarding pupils, especially
when unwell, is central to our boarding delivery. Meals,
medical care and pastoral care will be provided for
you and you will have regular access to fresh air. Your
parents will be constantly updated on your progress.

What happens if I have a test?
If you test positive you will be cared for and will
self-isolate for a further 14 days. If you are still
under arrival quarantines measures, your boarding
house bubble will self-isolate with you.
If your test is negative you will return to class as soon
as you feel able. If you have any medical concerns or
questions, please contact:
School Nurse
Jill Blakeney
blakeneyj@bredonschool.co.uk

A new and continuous cough.

Boarding
Mr Starr
starrr@bredonschool.co.uk
Lucy Hodkinson
hodkinsonl@bedonschool.co.uk

A high temperature
(over 37.8 degrees celsius).
.
A loss of, or change, in your normal
sense of taste or smell.

You will be accompanied to a
comfortable isolation area in the
boarding house.

Mrs Blakeney, the School Nurse,
will see you and check your
symptoms.

Mrs Blakeney will contact our local
doctors surgery and/or Public
Health England for advice. If
advised, a test will be organised and
all medical advice will be followed.
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The Bredon Picture
How our 84 acre rural site
provides a safe and adaptable
home for our community
We are very fortunate to live in a rural part of the
South West of England and to have an expansive site.
Our community lives and works in buildings across the
entire site which provides us with flexibility to reduce
contact amongst large numbers of pupils and staff.
By putting careful contingency plans in place,
we will be able to respond quickly and swiftly to
any Government guidelines as and when they are
announced. We have already welcomed back pupils
from Years 5, 6, 10 and 12, and have shown that we are
capable and able to adapt.
Flexibility to adapt learning environments:
we already have small class sizes that comply with
Government guidelines
Experienced catering team able to deliver high
quality meals to all boarding students
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Please refer to our previously published Remote
Education Programme booklet for more information
about accessing Google Classroom, exam date
reminders and staff email addresses.

*Additional costs should be discussed with the Bursar
Mr Stephen Giles.
bursar@bredonschool.co.uk

Full access to WIFI throughout boarding to
facilitate remote learning and contact with home
Less than 30 minutes’ drive to hospitals in 		
Cheltenham and Gloucester
Ability to restructure the school day, if needed
Two registered School Nurses working as part
of our medical team
Direct access to a Local GP
A fleet of school vehicles to transport pupils.
Chrome books for all our boarders.

“A massive thank you to
everyone at Bredon. You
are working tirelessly
hard for all the pupils. It
really is appreciated. Hats
off to all you teachers!”
Parent

We look forward
to seeing you soon

Bredon School
Pull Court, Bushley
Tewkesbury
Gloucestershire GL20 6AH
T: 01684 293156
E: admissions@bredonschool.co.uk
www.bredonschool.org
A part of the Cavendish Education Group

